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Sufficiency of courtroom facilities as affecting rights of accused, 85 A.L.R.3d 918 


Courtrooms must be neutral, politically impartial environments dedicated to fairness and equal treatment of the litigants. ! 


The responsibility for providing appropriate facilities for the court is a legislative function,” often delegated to the county.° A 
county thus may have the duty under a statute, governing office and facilities to be provided by the county, to provide adequate 


courtroom facilities and support staff.t 


The primary purpose of a courthouse is for court.> A "courthouse" means the permanent place for holding court, including the 


building, or the part thereof, appointed for the use and occupancy of the court.° A duty to provide a suitable and convenient place 
for the holding of court necessarily includes the duty to provide a proper and sufficient courtroom with facilities for conducting 


trials by jury, including an adequate and sufficient jury room and the necessary conveniences. a Although a deficiency concerning 
one or two—or perhaps even more—of the statutory guidelines for providing court facilities would not render a municipal court 
facility unsuitable, where the deficiencies are numerous and serious, the court cannot conclude that the city provided "suitable 


accommodations" and the deficiencies constitute a violation of the statute.® Moreover, a court facility that is too isolated from 


a majority of the county population is inadequate.” 
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